ECCE Update – Children with Special Needs, 19 March 2010 

The ECCE makes a number of provisions to facilitate children with disabilities and special needs. 

· The upper age limit is waived where children have been assessed as being developmentally delayed or where they have a physical, sensory or mental condition which will result in them starting school at a later than normal age. 

· Provision is also made to enable children who have been assessed as having a disability, and who would benefit from attending pre-school for 2/3 days rather than 5 days each week, to be eligible over 2 years on a pro rata basis e.g. 2 days in year 1 and 3 days in year 2. 

To avoid delays for parents, in addition to HSE assessments for children with special needs and/or disabilities, at this point assessments provided by the treating consultant can be accepted as evidence of developmental delay and/or disability. 

· In addition, where children have been assessed as having a disability which will result in them starting school at a later than normal age, the provision of a 2nd free pre-school year, on a non pro-rata basis (5 days per week in both years), will be considered where this will be of particular benefit to them. 

Parents of children who have availed of the pre-school year in January 2010 and have an assessed disability which will result in them starting school at a later than normal age, should apply to the Childcare Directorate where they wish their child to be considered for a 2nd pre-school year in September 2010. Applications will be considered on a case by case basis. 

In addition, the Childcare Directorate is seeking the views of the Working Group established by the Office of Disabilities and Mental Health to examine the co-ordination of State supports for children with special needs/disabilities. 

