Community Childcare Subvention Scheme 2010 

Childcare Subvention Scheme to be revised 

The Community Childcare Subvention Scheme (CCSS), which was due to end in 2010, will be replaced by a new scheme to be introduced in September 2010.  The new Community Childcare Subvention ( CCS ) Scheme will continue to be restricted to community/not-for-profit childcare services. 

The CCS Scheme will continue to support disadvantaged parents and will provide additional supports for parents in low paid employment and training or education. The changes will be as follows: 

· Band A has been expanded to include parents on Family Income Support (FIS). 

· Band A parents who are in receipt of Job Seekers Benefit/Assistance will receive subvention for a maximum of five hours of childcare per day. 

· Band B will now include low income working parents above the FIS threshold, for example parents holding medical or GP visit cards. 

· Qualifying parents participating in a Fás or VEC course currently can receive childcare supports up to the value of €133.50 per week.  Subject to finalising arrangements with the relevant Departments, it is hoped to introduce a single support payment under the CCS , available through community based services, of €170 per week. 

Commenting on the introduction of the CCS Scheme, Minister Andrews said, “the changes to the Community Childcare Subvention Scheme will, I believe, provide a continued, fair and supportive framework for parents.” 

The CCS Scheme will allow eligible parents to access reduced childcare costs at participating community childcare services. The table below outlines the weekly subvention based on band A and B and the type of service the child is attending. 

	 
	Band A
	Band B

	Eligibility Criteria 
	  One Parent Family Payment 

  Widows/Widowers Pension 

  Job Seekers Benefit/Assistance 

  Pre-retirement Allowance 

  Farm Assist 

  State Pension 

  Blind Pension 

  Guardian's Payment 

  Illness/Injury Benefit 

  Disability Allowance 

  Carer's Benefit/ Allowance 

  Back to Work/Education Allowance 

  Supplementary Welfare Allowance 

  Community Employment 

  Domiciliary Care Allowance 

  Family Income Support (FIS) 

  HSE Referrals
	  Medical Card 

  GP Visit Card

	Full-Day Payment 
	€100 
	€50 

	Half-Day Payment 
	€50 
	€25 

	Short Session Payment 
	€33 
	€16 

	Half Session Payment 
	€16 
	€8 


